
1. Haflinger Slipper Boots
When I first put these slippers on, my feet 
started to gently warm, as if resting on a hot 
water bottle! They are very comfortable and 
keep my feet at a perfect temperature. They 
are nice and long with plenty of give, so that 
the slippers moulded to my feet. The cuffs grip 
my ankles and make the slippers feel sturdy. I 
also really like the robust soles, as I will walk 
outside to the washing line in them a lot! The 
slippers are made in Germany with a pure 
boiled wool upper and a knitted cuff. The 
soles are dipped into natural latex to provide 
a non-slip finish. The slippers are available 
in a range of colours and sizes, including for 
children. SF
£22.50 to £39.50 www.salago.co.uk

2. Cute Carrot, Nanchen
This little carrot is a gorgeous baby toy. It 
has a high-grade steel rattle bell inside, the 
facial features are hand painted, and the 
body and hat are made from soft organic 
terry towelling. It’s filled with 100% pure new 
wool from organic farms and is handmade in 
a small factory in Germany. It’s the perfect size 
for little hands to grasp and I like that there are 
different bits a baby could enjoy – grasping 
the tapered base or fiddling with the tufts on 
the top of the hat. Should the doll have an 
accident, Nanchen offers a doll doctor service 
to repair your toy. 18cm tall. SF 
£15 www.amysattic.co.uk

3. Winter Wonderland Pop-Out,  
Petit Collage
We enjoyed putting together these pop-out 
figures. They are made from really chunky 
card so they have an attractive solidity; 
their thickness also makes them easier to 
pop out, as they don’t bend. My 8-year-old 
daughter found them easy to assemble, 
matching up simple coding such as H1. 
However, she had to ensure she pushed 
the pieces together firmly to enable them to 
stand straight. She really enjoyed arranging 
the figures into scenes, using the base of the 
box. The boys thought them “cool” and liked 
the vibrant colours. Younger children could 
also play with and rearrange the characters 
due to their sturdiness, and the figures can 
be taken apart and kept for future years, 
fitting snugly back into the box. Made from 
recycled paper and printed with vegetable 
inks. SF
£8.99 www.bigjigstoys.co.uk

4. Fairy Garden Play Set with Gnomes
My 8-year-old daughter was very attracted 
to this set; opening it was exciting, as each 
element was individually wrapped. She 
also loved the handwritten cards with quirky 
information about gnomes. The set includes 
three gnomes – which are smoothly carved 
shapes with hand-sewn felt hats – a little 
wooden table, fairy steps, a soft crocheted 
rug, mini-bunting, willow poles, a hand-sewn 
tipi, an almond-shell swing with twine to 
hang it from a branch and – my favourite 
piece – a willow firepit with orange wool. My 
daughter enjoyed setting up scenes, and I 
found the gnomes particularly appealing in 
their tall hats. So much care has gone into 
making and packaging this set, and it can be 
made to order with a choice of fabric. SF
£25 littleloquat.com

5. Grow Do It, Formidable Vegetable 
Sound System
This is a fun album written for children. 
Permaculturist and musician Charlie Mgee 
and his talented band create songs about 
growing and eating vegetables and why that 
is so fantastic. The lyrics are really clever, as 
well as being fun and a little bit crazy. The 
jazz/funk/big band-style music is addictive 
because it has such a strong beat, and 
singing along to the words you realise you 
are learning something too – ever sung 
a recipe for kimchi? The CD comes with 
a lyrics booklet containing information 
about each topic. Formidable Vegetable 
Sound System often tour the UK festivals. 
If you get a chance to see them perform, I 
recommend you do! SF
Available in digital and CD format, 
from £10.46  
formidablevegetable.com.au

6. Charm Stone Necklace Kit
In this set are four pieces of soapstone 
with holes drilled. Using the three grades 
of sandpaper provided, you shape and 
smooth each stone as desired. You can 
oil them if you choose and there are four 
leather thongs to hang them on. I think this 
would make a great family present or a 
present for teens, because we all enjoyed 
making a pendant, my two boys aged 10 
and 13 included. One of them said it was 
therapeutic, and we were proud to wear 
what we’d made. SF
£14.99 www.myriadonline.co.uk

7. Mini Body Oils Gift Set, Weleda
I have really enjoyed trying this set of oils, 
experimenting with what I can best use each 
for. The set features five 10ml bottles, each in 
a box and displayed in an attractive drawer. 
There is Wild Rose oil to nourish and protect 
skin; calming Lavender oil; Pomegranate oil, 
which is naturally antioxidative, regenerating 
mature skin; Sea Buckthorn, which has an 
amazing citrus smell and helps restore skin; 
and Arnica massage oil, which I find helpful 
to use after exercising or on sore muscles. 
This would make an excellent gift to introduce 
someone to the range of beautiful oils 
Weleda produces. SF
£15.95 www.weleda.co.uk

8. Ecoffee Cup
I was really shocked to learn that each year 
over 100 billion disposable cups end up in 
landfill, and that nearly all takeaway cups 
marked as recyclable are in fact almost 
impossible to recycle. This is because the 
paper is fused with polyethylene to make the 
cup waterproof, and the materials can only 
be separated out at a specialised recycling 
facility – of which there are just two in the UK. 
The Ecoffee Cup seems to offer a solution to 
this problem. Made from renewable bamboo 
fibre, it comes in a range of bright designs, is 
dishwasher-safe, holds 400ml of liquid, and 
can be crushed and added to the compost 
heap at the end of its life. The cup did a good 
job of keeping my drink hot, and the lid seals 
well and doesn’t leak with normal use. JH
£9.95 www.earthwisegirls.co.uk

9. Raja Zola Toy Ring Sling, Osha Slings
The Raja Zola ring sling is a beautiful carrier 
made of 50% cotton and 50% hemp. It’s 
incredibly soft, which is probably why my 
daughter likes to carry it around with her to use 
as a neck scarf, a headscarf or a dress, and 
of course to carry her precious teddy bear in. 
The sling is a vibrant, deep gold-brown colour, 
with a black pattern, which is perfect for this 
time of year as the outside world is becoming 
darker and less vibrant. The sling is easy to 
fasten around my daughter and to adjust, even 
when she is wearing an outdoor coat, and she 
is able to do this herself now, which makes her 
feel even more happy to use it. The Raja Zola 
has already become a treasured possession in 
our household, and I expect it will be used for 
many years to come. ZL
£45 www.oschaslings.com
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