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passed, the reality of moving lock,
stock and barrel meant that a hectic

The couple cnly had

fourteen weeks between

few months ensued. “From first
seeing the place to living here was
just 14 weeks,” says Debbie. “We
put our house on the market
straight away and persuaded my
parents to join us. My father was
disabled and had dementia so I

visiting the property for
the first time and
maving in

would never have considered
leaving without them, but it meant
that we had their house to sell,
too."”

“Having a garden of this size would
never have been possible in the UK”

On top of all this, Debbie and
Daniel had their garden design
business to close down, and after
reading that in France it was
beneficial to be married, they
decided to throw a wedding into the
equation. “We ended up working
flat out until the week before we
left.”

But once they arrived at their new
home the pace didn't slow; straight
away they were thrown into
preparing for their first season. “1
suppose looking back we should
have been petrified, but it all
seemed to go really well, despite still
hanging pictures and unpacking
crockery at 4am on the day we
opened!”

They decided to avoid a grand
opening, preferring to ease
themselves in slowly, but the first
night was still completely booked
up, and their reputation for
fabulous food has seen this trend
continue.

“Of course, we made a few
mistakes the first season - not ones
that the customers would know
about - but, for example, too many
of our dishes had to go into the

oven so the kitchen would be
unbearably hot, and some of the
ingredients we used from the UK
were too expensive or difficult to
get hold of here. However, by the
second season we had fine-tuned
everything.”

Their way of life has altered
hugely, not least due to the three
acres of gardens they now have.
“As trained horticulturists, having a
garden of this size and in such a
location is a dream come true, and
would never have been possible in
the UK.”

However, land is something that
Debbie urges anyone considering
relocating abroad to think twice
about. “Lots of people have the big
farmhouse and acres of land dream,
but in reality having land is a lot of
work. For us it is part of our
business; to provide our guests with
wonderful and relaxing landscaped
gardens is part of creating their
holiday, but if you are not planning
on running such an establishment,
think carefully. It's hard work and
it's constant!”

For Debbie and Daniel the
gardens are a huge part of their
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“Every day is different. | could be picking

elderflowers, or popping out to the market”

lifestyle, and walking around the
many nooks and crannies feels like
entering the pages of a childhood
storybook. The aromas are
abundant and benches lurk in quiet
corners, enticing vou to sit down
and enjoy afternoon tea while
watching the sun cast its shadows
across fields and forest. The sound
of birds in the background creates
the perfect rural scene, and you
can't help but agree that they truly
are living the French dream.

In season you can expect to see
Debbie hand-picking herbs and
salad leaves for the expert vegan
and vegetarian gourmet cuisine she
creates in the kitchen, while Daniel
might be tending to their flock of
40 chickens, ducks, geese, turkeys
and guinea fowl — only there for
their beauty and their eggs of
course!

Although they close in the winter,
the work doesn't stop: there's DIY
in the hotel and caring for the land.
Then come spring the sowing of
seeds begins for the fresh produce
that will become food for their
guests. This lifestyle is one that suits
them both to a tee.

“For us the big high of doing
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what we do is making people
happy. As soon as guests arrive they
are bowled over by the views and
our garden; add a glass of
Normandy cider and olives to the
equation and everyone is happy!
And most importantly, for us, every
day is different. [ could be picking
eldertlowers to make elderflower
cordial, or popping out to the local
market, creating new recipes for the
restaurant, or Daniel might be
harvesting vegetables and chopping
logs. Neither of us could imagine
doing a job that was the same day-
in-day out so the lifestyle we have
chosen is perfect. | suppose the only
thing is that with 3 acres, there is
always something pressing to do!”

I asked Debbie to sum up life in
France and her reply was simple:
“Every day we look at the view from
our bedroom window and it
reminds us of how lucky we are to
be here. We are able to spend a lot
of time together, work is never the
same and apart from the short
winter, we almost cllway.\ cat our
meals outside in the garden. The life
we have here was unobtainable in
the UK and we plan to spend many
more years enjoying it.”

Working inthe garden is
bath rewarding and
profitable for the couple,
as they use their produce
inthe restaurant kitchen

DEBBIE AND DANIEL'S TIPS FOR
RELOCATING TO FRANCE

m [t's a cliché, but put your heart into learning French. It will
make your new life so much more enjoyable.

m Try to join a club or group to improve your language skills.
® Hook up with fellow expats to help with important phone
calls and letters in French. It's important to have a little of
this kind of support.

m Get to know your local Mayor — they can be a huge help
especially when setting up a business.

m Consider running your business under the ‘micro-
enterprise’ system. It is a relatively easy tax system for
small businesses in France.

1 To find out more about La Maison du Vert and book your
slice of the French dream, visit www.maisonduvert.com
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